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Foreword EHF President

Dear handball friends, 

It is an immense honour for me to welcome supporters, players, officials and partners to the second 
part of the 2022/23 season in the Machineseeker EHF Champions League.

Already during the last summer, the EHF and EHF Marketing welcomed Machineseeker as the new title 
sponsor of the competition. With the addition of our new partners we are confident that the EHF 
Champions League remains the leading indoor sports competition in Europe.

After becoming the first team to defend the title at the EHF FINAL4 in Cologne last June, Barça are 
seeking their third title in a row this season. After ten rounds of the 2022/23 group phase they were 
well on their way to this ambition as Barça and their rivals from the last final Industria Kielce occupied 
the top two spots in group B. However, former EHF Champions League runners-up HBC Nantes and 
another powerhouse THW Kiel headed the chasing pack of teams bidding to qualify directly for the 
quarter-finals. Paris Saint-Germain HB and Telekom Veszprém HC, two clubs that have appeared 
regularly in Cologne, have made a strong early impression in group A – but German champions SC 
Magdeburg remained within striking distance.

The competition is resuming following the climax of the 28th IHF Men’s World Championship, hosted 
by Poland and Sweden, and won by Denmark. The victorious Danish squad featured 10 EHF Champions 
League players, as did the respective squads of the beaten semi-finalists, Spain and Sweden, while 
silver medallists France counted 12 such players in their cohort. Six of the seven players from the All-
star team play in the top-tier competition. It goes to show that the EHF Champions League truly is the 
pinnacle of our sport at club level.

The Machineseeker EHF Champions League continues with the format that we introduced before the 
start of the 2019/20 season. With the group phase featuring 16 top-class teams in two groups of eight, 
the top two clubs in each group will qualify directly for the quarter-finals. Four more teams (3rd-6th) 
in each group will advance to the play-offs, but the teams finishing in seventh and eighth place will be 
eliminated. Before we reach the TruckScout24 EHF FINAL4 2023 in Cologne, the knockout phase will 
consist of the play-offs and the quarter-finals.

As the ‘appointment to view’ system remains unchanged for this season, fans can enjoy seeing their 
favourite team’s away matches played at 18:45 or 20:45 CET/CEST on Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings throughout the season.

For the EHF and our broadcast partners, it is a pleasure to bring you the thrilling action from the 
Machineseeker EHF Champions League from the group phase until the TruckScout24 EHF FINAL4 
2023 is played on 17/18 June 2023. We know that the clubs and players will provide everyone with an 
exceptional culmination of the group phase. On behalf of the EHF and EHF Marketing, I hope that you 
enjoy another fantastic season.

Yours in sport, 

Michael Wiederer
EHF President
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NR. VORNAME NAME GEBURTSTAG NATION POSITION TORE ZUM EINTRAGEN

1 Mike Jensen 26.02.1995 DEN TW

2 Lucas Meister 16.08.1996 CHE KM

3 Piotr Chrapkowski 24.03.1988 POL RL

5 Vladan Lipovina 07.03.1993 MNE RR

6 Matthias Musche 18.07.1992 GER LA

10 Gisli Kristjansson 30.07.1999 ISL RM

11 Daniel Pettersson 06.05.1992 SWE RA

14 Omar Ingi Magnusson 12.03.1997 ISL RR

17 Tim Hornke 04.08.1990 GER RA

20 Philipp Weber 15.09.1992 GER RM

22 Lukas Mertens 22.03.1996 GER LA

23 Magnus Saugstrup 12.07.1996 DEN KM

24 Christian O´Sullivan 22.08.1991 NOR RM

25 Marko Bezjak 26.06.1986 SLO RM

31 Kay Smits 31.03.1997 NED RR

34 Michael Damgaard 18.03.1990 DEN RL

54 Oscar Bergendahl 08.03.1995 SWE KM

80 Nikola Portner 19.11.1993 CHE TW

BW Bennet Wiegert 25.01.1982 GER Trainer

YG Yves Grafenhorst 15.03.1984 GER Co-Trainer

KM = Kreis Mitte / LA = Links außen / RA = Rechts außen / RL = Rückraum links / RM = Rückraum Mitte / RR = Rückraum rechts / TW = Torwart

hintere Reihe (v.l.):  Gisli Kristjansson, Philipp Weber, Piotr Chrapkowski, Lucas Meister, Magnus Saugstrup, Moritz Preuss
mittlere Reihe (v.l.):  Felix Eckert (Betreuer), Yves Grafenhorst (Co-Trainer), Marko Bezjak, Omar Ingi Magnusson, Michael Damgaard, Christian O´Sullivan, Kay Smits, 

Andreas Grote (Physiotherapeut), Matthias Fehse (Physiotherapeut)
vordere Reihe (v.l.):  Bennet Wiegert (Trainer), Daniel Pettersson, Matthias Musche, Nikola Portner, Mike Jensen, Tim Hornke, Lukas Mertens, Daniel Müller (Athletiktrainer)

MACHINESEEKER EHF CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
Season  2022/23
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gorenje.com

Your personal support 
team for easier and more 
pleasant life.

Simplicity is an experience, of having less to consider, 
spending less time on your daily tasks and more time 
doing the things you love. Every product, every technology, 
every innovation and every service we provide has a 
simplifying purpose, because we believe that simplicity 
matters.

BETTER, 
FASTER AND 
WITH LESS 
EFFORT.



NR. VORNAME NAME ALTER NATION POSITION TORE ZUM EINTRAGEN

7 Dan Emil Racotea 27 ROU RL

14 Joao Pedro Francisco da Silva 29 BRA RM

15 Valentin Marian Ghionea 38 ROU RA

18 Eduardo Gurbindo Martinez 35 ESP RR

22 Khalifa Ghedbane 26 DZA TW

23 Saeid Heidarirad 32 ROU TW

24 Nicusor Andrei Negru 28 ROU LA

28 Alex Pascual Garcia 23 ESP LA

34 Lazar Kukic 27 SRB RM

37 Stanislav Kasparek 26 CZE RR

47 Ante Kuduz 27 ROU RL

51 Javier Humet Gaminde 33 ROU RR

55 Andrii Akimenko 28 UKR RA

89 Mohamed Mamdouh Ashem Shebib 33 EGY KM

94 Robert Mihai Militaru 29 ROU RL

99 Cedric Sorhaindo 38 FRAU KM

XP Xavier Pascual Fuertes 54 ESP Trainer

KM = Kreis Mitte / LA = Links außen / RA = Rechts außen / RL = Rückraum links / RM = Rückraum Mitte / RR = Rückraum rechts / TW = Torwart

C.S. DINAMO BUCURESTI

gorenje.com

Your personal support 
team for easier and more 
pleasant life.

Simplicity is an experience, of having less to consider, 
spending less time on your daily tasks and more time 
doing the things you love. Every product, every technology, 
every innovation and every service we provide has a 
simplifying purpose, because we believe that simplicity 
matters.

BETTER, 
FASTER AND 
WITH LESS 
EFFORT.

MACHINESEEKER EHF CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
Season  2022/23
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ULTIMATE
Completely controlled bounce. Extreme durability. 
Optimal roundness. Perfect grip and soft feel.

Official match ball of the Machineseeker EHF Champions League.

SELECT-SPORT.COM



DAS VORRUNDENFINALE IN DER GETEC ARENA

So schließt sich der Kreis: Das erste Spiel in der EHF Champions League seit 2005 absolvierte 
der SC Magdeburg im September 2022 bei Dinamo Bukarest (28:30), nun steht das letzte 
Vorrundenspiel der Gruppe A an. Zu Gast in der Magdeburger GETEC Arena ist erneut der 
rumänische Meister (Donnerstag, 20.45 Uhr live DAZN).

18 Meisterschaften, sieben Pokalsiege und 
fünf Superpokalgewinne - Dinamo Bukarest ist 
alles andere als ein leichter Gegner. Seit der 
vergangenen Saison ist dort der langjährige 
Barca-Erfolgstrainer Xavier Pascual Fuertes 
im Amt und wurde direkt rumänischer Meis-
ter. Auch der Kader ist voll namhafter Spieler: 
Trainer-Sohn Alex Pascual Garcia, der franzö-
sische Olympiasieger Cedric Sorhaindo, der 
spanische Europameister Eduardo Gurbindo 
und seit der neuen Saison auch der ägypti-
sche Star Ali Zein. Das Spiel gegen Bukarest, 
es wird - wie bereits in Rumänien - ein heißer 
Tanz für den SC Magdeburg.

Dinamo ist weiterhin ungeschlagen in der 
rumänischen Liga - 20 Siege in 20 Spielen und 
16 Punkte Vorsprung auf den Zweiten CSM 
Constanta sprechen für sich. In der Machine-
seeker EHF Champions League sind die Ru-
mänen bereits für das Achtelfi nale qualifi ziert. 
Mit 13 Punkten liegen sie auf Rang fünf der 
Gruppe A. Bester Schütze in der Königsklasse 
2022/23 für Bukarest ist der Rechtsaußen 
Andrii Akimenko. Der Ukrainer traf bislang 
66 Mal, Zweitbester ist der derzeit verletzte 
Ali Zein (51).

Das Spiel wird live ab 20.45 Uhr auf dem 
Sportstreaming-Anbieter DAZN gezeigt. Es 
kommentiert Gari Paubandt.
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ENTER THE
ARENA

Watch the Machineseeker EHF Champions League live on ehftv.com


